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For tHE Reticiovs MONITOR, &c. 


An Anfwer to the Queftions to the 
Baptifis, in the Reiicious 
Monitor, &c. Number III. 

AVING obferved in the 
Monitor, page 23, a num- 
ber of queries, which hdwever 
extraordinary had before arifen 
in my own mind upon fuppofing 
fuch a cafe as was there ftated, 
rit. Have I been baptized? 
The anfwer to this is fo obvi- 
ous in the affirmative thet to at- 
tempt the proof of it is unne- 
ceffary. : 
adiy, Mutt I be baptized again? 
This query, though not fo ea- 
fy of folution as the former,may 


be clearly proved from Scripture, 
fee Mark xvi. 15, 16. Aéts. ix 
17, 18. Eph. 4th and 5th chap. 
From thefe fcriptures it is quite 
evident that Faith muft precede 
Baptifm. | 

After all that can be faid, it 
muftbe confeffed that the cafe 
there {tated is without aprecedent 
either in f{cripture or in the cir- 
cle of my .acquaintance, yet as 
youreceivyed baptifm in an un- 
regenerate ftate, when your con- 
fcience was evil, it, of confe- 


quence does not anfwegto the © 


defcription of it. 1 Peter iii. 21, 
j. H. 


<qementitiitiea 
For the Rerrcious Monitor, &c. 


My Broruer, 
te fohath Jefus Chrift my 

Lord and Maiter taught me 
‘by his own declaration and ex- 
ample tocall and efteem’all who 
ate new born: For whofocver 
fhall do the will of my father 
which is in heaven, the fame is 
my Brother. Ifthe Lord Jefus 
Owns them, certainly [ ought, 
wherever they live: in whatever 


conditien or circumftances of 
_Tife they may be in: They are 


all equally dear to him, paid 
wn blood: Ye are 
ith a price: Ye are 

ed with corruptible 






bought w 


| things as gold and filver, but "1, 


' 


the precious blood of the fon of 
God : And fhall the brethren of 


Chrit fthut one another ous # 
doors ? Shall they totally refyfe 


all communien with each other ? 
Who hath commanded it ? But 
we are of anotherdenomination, 
what bufinefs have the brethren 
of Chrift with denominations ? 
Hath Chrift ordered them to di- 
vide ? Arethere two Chrifts ? 
If there bé but one Chrift; for 


God’s fake, let not the brethren’ 


of this one Chrift, follow two 
Chrifts. See that ye fall not 
out by the way, Hear Paul fay 
a few words, theyare iff the age 
Chap. and th. warfe, of his 


. letter 
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themfelves for Chrift: 





"34 My Brother. 


Jetter to the Romans. Where- 
fore receive ye one another, as 
Chrift alfo received us, to the 
glory to God. If it is to the 

lory of God ; and Chrift like.; 
For the brethren of Chrift to re- 
ceive one another: How Anti- 
chriftian is it then, and difhon- 
orable to God, for them to re- 
ject each other ? It is‘a feandal 
‘hat the brethren of Chriit fhould 
blufh ever to have named 
that’it once happened among 
them ! ‘Before they became 
brethren of Chrift’ they were 
united, but fo foon as they claim 
relation to Chrift as his brethren 
they break up all communion 
and turn each other out of doors. 
What is thematternow ? Why 
becoming brethren of Chrift has 
made them fo proud, fo corten- 
tious, that they cannot bear the 
brethren of ‘Chrift to fit at table 
‘with them 3 to remember the a- 
gony of ‘their Elder Brother‘ 
blufh, blufh ! chriftian at thy 
condu&t : And all this. perhaps 
beeaufe they have adopted differ- 
ent modes of figning, or fealing 
And fo 
they cannot with one mind arid 
one mouth glorify God ; but 
muft have a great diverfity of 
minds and mouths ; fhall it be 
faid'to glorify or difgrace, thé 
God of ali glory ?» Be afhamed 
chriftian, of ‘thy chriftianty 
which fhuts’a brother of the 
Lord of Glory out'of ‘thy com- 
muaion forno crime. Lay: thy 
mouth ‘in the duft, Let thy 


tongue forever cleave to’ the 
root of thy mouth. » Be dumb 
with perpetual filence, that an 
heif'of glory, and ‘a joint heir 





with the Lord of glory, can be 
admitted to no fellowfhip or 
communion with thee becaufe 
thou art a chriftian. Shudder 
at thy contemptuous condu€ to- 
wards a bofom friend of Jefus, 
toward one whom the immortal 
king admits to daily communion 
with himfelf. “Art thou — better 
than the only begotten and beft 
beloved fon of God, that thou 
canft not admit his brethren to 
commune with thee, whom he 
admits to daily communion and 
the moft cordial intimacy -with 
himfelf. Never pretend thou 
art born into the family of God, 
till thou canft be willing to eat 
and drink with his family ; and 


own his children to be thy bre-. 


thren and treat them as, fuch. 
Calling him Lord, Lord, and 
not receiving whom he receives, 


is but a grand piece of | impp ipuUs 
dence ine sake Modes 
and forms are without the: fire 
of love. Says Abraham I cannot 
receive into the kingdom of God 
with me: the believing Gentile, 
becaufe he never was circumcif- 


ed. Says the believing Gentile. 


I cannot receive Abraham into 
the kingdom ot God with mebe- 
cauife though a believer, he ne- 
ver was baptized, though he 
was fet apart for God, by an 
ordinance of divine appointment. 
And {till fays the believing Gen- 
tile have a ftronger and more 
favorable objeCion ‘againft re- 
ceiving [faac into the kingdom 
of God with me, becaufe he was 
figned at eight days, old.) The 
early period of hs igi isa 
fatal bar in the way ofmy receiv- 
ing him, thougli it were abfo- 
| a ‘utely 
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* A fair Reprefentation. 


Tutelv commanded of God, and 
has not to this very day ever 
beeh counter-commanded. Tfaac 
ought to have been let alone till 
he had arrived to the years of 
mature underftanding, andtranf- 
acted that matter for himfeli ; 
but fince his father Abraham 
procured it alone for his fon I- 
faac, at the divine command, in 
fuch an early period I can hold 
no communion with [faac,tho’ 
an unf{potted character : : but I. 
faac and I mult keep up two 

communions as if we tervedtwo 
different Gods, who we'e di- 
rectly oppofed to each other, one 
difcontinuing what the ot!icr had 
done. No, [faac, I canunt ad- 
mit thee to. viftble communion 
with me unlefs thou renounce 
what. thy pious father did tor 
thee in thy infancy, a0. thou 
comply with my mode in thy a- 
dult age. . Thou mutt do it I- 

faac, or L forever and totaily 
debar thee all the piisileanh with 
me, which appertain to.a bro- 
ther of Jefus Chrift. Nay I 
cannot admit theé once in thy 
life to commune with mg tho’ 
Abraham thy believing father 
gave thee up to God in the ordi- 
nance of baptifm, becaufe he 
did it for thee when thou watt 
an infant, in obedience to the 
pofitive command of God. Go 
Ifaac bean excommunicate from 
my communion to thy dying 
day.- Notwithftanding I believe 
thee to be a dear brother of Je- 


* 


3¥ 


fus Chrift, yet muft thou be ta 
mie.as to enjoying any gofpel 
privilege with me, an heathen 
mananda publican. O Gentile 
believer! then the dear child of 
promife mutt be barred all com- 
munion and be treated as an out- 
caft, becaufe in adult age, he 
does not come and fubmit ta 
thine imagined mode. Who 
hath commanded thee this thing? 
By whofe authority doeft thog. 
act, to treat Ifaac, an acknow=- 
ledged brother of Jefus, ia fuch 
a. fcandaiousmamner ?», Produce 
the command of Jefus Chrift 
who Is the leader and comman- 
der of his people as a. proper 
warrant for thy conduétto aac 
a joint heir with Jefus Chrift. 
Produce the example, of Jefus 
Cirilt, when he fhut his bro. 
the: Lfaac_out ef the kingdom 
ot Gud, becaufe his father Abra- 
ham had fet him apart for God 
ia an early period of his exifts 
ance. But do the commands 
and examples of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift fail thee, to cut off his 
brother Ifaac , by whofe authoe 
rity doftthou then a&? Doft 
thou act by thine own arbitrary 
authority ?- Who hath required 
this at thine hand ? Dare thou 
then O Gentile believer, treat 
Ifaac,, a dear brother of Jefus 
Chrift, as guilty of.a moft hein- 
ous crime, becaufe upon! thy a- 
lone authority he does not com-: 


ply with thy mode, ? 





For tHe RELIGIOUS MONITOR, &c.. 
A Fair REPRESENTATION. 


A CERTAIN King had an 


ermy of volunteers, 


who diefor him. 
protein great attachment to 


him and faid they. were ready t to. 
In token of their 
friendihip and affection to him 


and 
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_. @n the white. 


and to diftinguifh them from 
thofe who neither voluntarily of- 
fered themfelves to his fervice, 


nor profeffed friendfhip to him,, 


he ordered them to put upon 
themfelves, and their childre 
in early life the badge of a red as 
They obeyed, and wore the 
for a number of years, 
agreeable to the will of their 
king. Atlength he gave it in 
getieral orders that the ufe of 
the red rofe fhould be difcontinu- 
ed and that a white rofe fhould be 
ufed in future, by his voluntary 
friends and all who profeffed at- 
tachment to him. They obeyed 
the srders, put off the red & put 
A warm difpute 
foon arofe whether the laft orders 
refpected the fame as the firft: 
and whether a change of badge 
did not make a tHauge im the 
fubje&s who muft wear its and 
whether the children of the 
king's friends were included in 


36 Queries re[petting Infant Baptifm. * 


the laft orders ; and whether the 
badge of the white rofe fhould 
be put equally upon the children 
as upon the parents, as was the 
cafe under the badge of the red 
rofe. ; 

Let candor anfwer the enqui+ 
ries of a friend of truth. 


Q. Did the laft orders of the . 


king refpe& the fame fubjects 
as the firft orders ? 

Did merely changing the badge 
change the fadject ? 

Was the army of the me 
compofed of the fame people af- 
ter the change of the badge as 
before ? 

Did the voluntary friends of 
the king poffefs for themfelves 
and their children equal privi- 
leges as before ? 

Or did the change of badge 
deprive two thirds of thofe who 
under the former badge werd 
privileged? children and in- 
fants ? 





| For the Religious Monitor, &e, 
QUERIES RESPECTING INFANT BAPTISM. 


Ww* there any fuch thing 


asa believer, before the 
ste appearance of Jefus 
shrift, in-his public miniftry ? 
2. Was there any promife 
fade to believers as fuch, before 
the coming of Chrift inthe 
fleth ? 
KS Were there any pofitive 
inftitutions to them as believers ? 
4. Dida pofitive command 
bind them to pofitive obedience ? 
5. Didit not require as pofi- 
tive a command to unbind as to 
bind ; towreleafe from a pofitive 
command, as at firft to make 
that command binding? 
6. Were believers bound ‘by 


a pofitive command of God be- 
fore the coming of Chrift, to de- 
vote their infant offspring to 
God in a public ordinance ? 

- 9. Has God any where in his 
word unbound the believer from 
a pofitive command by another 
pofitive command, that believ- 
ers fhould not devete theirinfant 
offspring to God in an ordinaace 
of divine appointment ? 

8. If God has not unbound 
the believer, what muft now be 
the confequence of that com- 
mand, which once bound be- 
in ? Mutt it not bind them 

ill? 

9. Ifa king or General of an 

_ army 
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army give out general orders to 
regulate the conduct of an army 
does not that general order re- 
main binding, till it is as ex- 
prefsly counter-orde ed ? muft 
not the counter order be as ex- 
prefs as the firft general order ? 
Is not Jefus Chrift. the leader 
and commande; ot all his peo- 
ple from the beginning of the 
world and has‘he not pofitively 
ordered that believers devote their 
infant offspring to God in an or- 
dinance of divine appointment, 
and are they not holden by that 
order, itill to devote them to 
God in an ordinance of divine 
appointment, til! God as poli- 
tively forbid that infants fhould 
be devoted to him ? 

Was there any promife or 
command given to Abraham or 
agy adult in hig family, as un- 
believers ? 

Did God command Abraham 
(the father of the faithful) as an 
unbeliever publickly to fet a- 
part and dedicate his offspring 
unto God in adivine ordinance ? 

Did Abraham comply with 
the divine mandate, as-a belicv- 
er or as an unbeliever ? 

But who will fay he complied 
with the command of God as an 
unbeliever ? 

If Abraham did devote him- 
felf and offspring to God as a 
believer being bound by the 
command of God; then did the 
command of God bind one be- 
liever, or elfe he did more than 
he was required to do? But if 
the command of God bound one 
believer and the father of be- 
lievers.too, didit not bind more ? 
If more were bound by the ¢om+ 
mand of God to fet apart their 
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infant offspring in an ordinance 
of divine appointment, how ma- 
ny more ? when did the com- 
mand of God ceafe and become 
void ? Who was the laft beliév- 
er who was bound by the com- 
wand of Goa tc fet ap -rt his in- 
fant offspring in an ordinance 
of divine inftitution? Where 
is the authority which hath dif- 
annulled the command? Whofe 
voice forbid it? Where is the 
divine command, that fays td 
the believer thou fhalt not fet a- 
part thy infant offspring to God 
in ordinance of his own appoint~ 
ment ? 

What partof the bible does it 
occupy ? In what book, chap- 
ter and verfe does it ftand ? Point 
me down to the very words 
where the believer is torbidden 
tofigu his infant offspring over 
to God in an inititution of hig 
own, by the exprefs declaration 
of the God of heaven? Mult f 
not fee the revocation in his oww 
hand writing, before I may be- 
lieve he has revoked it ? Have I 
@ warrant to give it up till [ fee 
it revoked in fo many words and 
as exprefsly as it was command- 
ed ? May I not therefore infift 
upon a pofitive command, be- 
fore I may relinguifh the vifible 
dedication of the infant offspring 
of believers in an ordinance of di- 
vine appointment? Does God 
evertrifle ? Did Jefus Chrift re- 
leafe believing parents from their 
obligation to devote them, by 
any thing he faid or did while on 
earth ? 

It is the candid wifh of the 
writer, that all the above quef- 
tions may be judicioufly and 
candidly anfwered. He that 
will 
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38 Of Perfecution : 


will anfwerthem without rail- 


ing or partiality will do un- 


Sa so < sie, seen 


or Perfian Conftancy. 


{peakable honor to the chriftian: 
fyftem. 


PERSIAN CONSTANCY. 


OF PERSECUTION: OR 


HE noble Perfian, Suenes 
by name, one of the weal- 
thieft and moft powerful in the 
kingdom, and who had a thou- 
fand fervants in his family: of- 
ficers were fent to feize on his 
whole eftate, poffeifed by him, 
not to maintain riot, but cherifh 
piety ; fo that in a fhort time he 
faw himfelf reduced to beggary. 
But he weighing how Almighty 
God, who clothed heaven with 
beauties of light, and in the 
{pring time maketh a garment 
for the earth, bordered and a- 
dorned with fo many millions of 
flowers, had for us put on na- 
kednefs ; {corned all thofe vio- 
lences, and faid aloud, they were 
not near taking away the trea- 
fure of faith he bore in hisheart, 
who attempted it on this filly 
moveable of fortune. 

The king of Perfia, purpofe- 
ly to affli@ him the more, : took 
all his children from him, to 
thruft them into fervitude and 
fetters, if they would follow 
their father’s example: where- 
with fomewhat foftened, feeing 
they fnatched from between his 
arms thofe, who in the imbecil- 
ity of age, had more need of his 
exampie, than weaith, he kiff- 
ing them, faid: Children keep 
conftantly the faith of your poor 
father, and leave greatnefs and 
worldly fortunes to others. You 
fhall ever be weaithy enough if 
you perfift loyal to God. Faith 


will wipe away your tears, will 


enrich your poverty, glorify your ° 


chains, and immortalize the ho- 


nor of your death. This perfe- 
cution is a cloud that paffeth ; 
but we fhall quickly behold a. 
bright day, which neither ad~ 
mitteth end nor darknefs. This. 
conftancy which fhould make all 
the world wonder, exafperated 
the infidels, fo that daily feeking 
out all the ways how to torment 
and burn him with a faft fire,. 
they advifed to give the confit 
cation of all his goods to one of 
his fervants, who had been the: 
moft treacherous & cruel againft. 
his mafter. He had nothing left 
but a wife, who poffleffed in his, 
heart the place of chafte corref- 
pondences, which the law of 
God afforded him, and fhe in 
beginning, making @ theyw..of: 
willingnefs infeparably to fol- 
low the fortune of her hufband, 
much comforted this generous, 
foul, who thought nothing was 
his but «what he gained to Jefus. 
Chrift. . 

But behold a ftrong battery to. 
take from him the reminders of 
his confolation. The King cau- 
fed this woman to be vehement- 
ly folicited, to take a divorce 
from her hufband, and to mar- 
ry his fervant : to whom he had 
already given pofleffion of his 
great eftate. ‘This at firft a lit- 


tle flartled the foul of this Lady, 


fhe yet having fome humanity 
in her, but faw herfelf encom- 
pafled with many kindred and 
worldly friends, who fuggefted 
according to the maxims of im- 
picty: That it was a folly to 
torfake a biefling fo prefent, to 
run 

















run aftera fancy of felicity. 
That the command of kings 
muft be obeyed; who are vifible 
gods on earth. That a hufband 
difpoiled of all his means,retain- 
eth nothing of man, but body, 
nor can any longer be a hufband. 
That the married him to live, 
and to give life to others by 
love, not to cut her own throat, 
and her children’s by wicked- 
nefs. That aman who renoun- 
ceth honor can no more pretend 
to nature. To conclude, that 
it is wealth which maketh men, 
and that it was no difhonor to 
marry a fervant, who is the fa- 
vorite of a mighty king. We 
came not into the world to be 
matters of fortune, but: to yield 
to its empire. What content 
can there be to walk up and 
down towns and cities like a 
beggar, following a hufband, 
the object of the world’s laugh- 
ter, and referve all is left of his 
miferable body to fwords and 
flames ? ‘ 

So much were her ears beaten 
with fuch like difcourfes, that 
thro’ a nfoft unfpeakable cow- 
ardice fhe forfook her religion 
and her hufband, to marry this 
fervant, who feemed noble e- 
nough, fince he had the golden 
fleece. The king feeing the had 
yielded, added for a full accom- 
plifhment of inhumanity, that 


: RELIGIOUS SECTS, 


METHODISTS. This name 
firft diftinguihed a number of 
ftudents in Oxford: College ; 
who, inthe year 1729, joined 
in a religious fociety,and agreed 
upon certain methods and rules 


| for {pending their time’ in faft- 


Religious Seés. 
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Suenes fhould remain in his own 
houfe, as a flave to his wife and 
fervant. Behold here She ex- 
tremity of all worldly miferies. 
Yield thyfelf up (faid one) poor 
Suenes: feeft thou not that of 
fo many palaces, and fuch trea- 
fures, there is not left for thee 
fo much as a houfe covered with 
ftubble ; of fo many children, 
none to call thee father? Is it 
not time for thee to forfake thy 
faith, fince fhe who flept by thy 
fide, hath left thee? Weaft thou 
amongft the chains of Seftrigons 
and ‘Tartars, thou mighteft 
breathe a more wholefome air: 
but to behold thyfelf a flave to 
thy fervant in thine own houfe, 
and to have perpetually before 
thee the infidelity of a difloyal 
wife for objeét, how is it pofli- 
ble, but to overthrow the mot 
ftable conftancy in the world ? 

But Suenes affembling toge~ 
ther all the forces of his heart, 
faid: O faithlefs and perfidious 
difcourfes! All is taken away 
from me, but they cannot take 
away Jefus Chrift.. I follow 
him in liberty and bondage, in 
profperity and adverfity, %m life 
and death: ~ Whilft one’ {mall 
thread of life remains in my 
heart, one filly {park of breath 
upon my lips, I will combat a- 
gainft the gates of hell and all 
the laws of impiety. 


Continued from page 30. 
ings, praying, communicating, 
vilititig the fick and the prifon- 
ers, inftructing the ignorant, 
&c. and hence they were called 
Methoditts. 

The Rev. Mr.George White- 
field,a celebrated itinerant prea~ 
cher, 
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cher, became the leader of this 
¢snomination : he was a profeffed 
membef of the Church of En- 
gland, and maintained the Cal- 
viniftial dogtrines as expreffed 
in the articles of that church. In 
all his public difcourfes, he in- 
fifted largely on the neceffity of 
regeneration. He maintained 
that the form of ecclefiaftical 
worfhip and prayers, whether 
taken from the common 
prayer-book, or poured forth 
extempore, was a matter of in- 
difference,and accordingly made 
ufe of both forms. 

Another party of Methodifts 
embraced. the opinions of the 
Rev. Mr. John Wefley, who 
warmly oppofed the Calvinitfti- 
cal doctrines of e/eion and final 
perfeverance. He maintained 
that finicfs perfection was at- 











A Prophetic Extra® of Chronological Series. 


tainable in this life: and to 
tis this point, afferted that 

at. v. 28, ought to be tranfla- 
ted thus,—Therefore ye fhall be 
perfect as your Father who is in 
Heaven is perfe&. He alfo fup- 


ported this do&trine from aft of a f 


John, iii.9. Whofoeverisborn 4 
of GOD doth nat commit fin; for 


his feed abideth in him, and he “i 
cannot fin, becaufe he is bern of Of 


GOD. | | 
This fociety obferve a love- 


feat oncea month. They have 
alfo a cuftom of keeping watch- © 
nights, i. e. finging, and pray- 9) 


ing, and preaching from eight 9 
o'clock to tweive.  's 
this fervice alfo ence a month. 
The Methodifts, in particue 
lar Mr. Whitefield’s fociety,are 
at prefent very numerous ia ° 
England. 
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A propHetic ExTRaAcT OF CHRONOLOGICAL SERTES. 


HE firft and fecond Seal 

reach only from thefetting 
up of the Chriftain church to the 
end of the Jewith national ftate 
in the firit century. 

The third Seal relates to the 
fecond century, when. fpifitual 
merchandife took placz. 

The fourth Scal relates to the 
perfecution in the third century. 
. The fifth and fixth Seals end 
with the fall of neathenifmiathe 
fourth century. 

The feventh Seal contains.all 
the following predi@ions, from 
the year 312, in which Conftan- 
tine acceded tothe throne of the 
empire, to the end ef time. 

Under this feal arefeven trum- 
pets: The firft-four trumpets 


of the fifth century, fets Anti- bi e 


chrift on his throne, and contains 
150 years.* The fixth trumpet 
begins with the Mz:homedan im- 
pallens: early in the feventh cen-' 
tury ; and reaches to the fifteenth 
when Mahomedifm had com- 
pleted its conqueits over much 
of Chriftendom. . The ieventh ~ 
trumpet begins at the fall of the: 
Greek empire in the year 145% 
and contains the feven vials of 
thewrathof God. Thefirtfour — 
vials reach from the beginning | 
of the breach of uniformity in 
the church ia the fifteenth cen- 
tery, to near the end of the 


a century ; when the 
vial, 
on the kin ef the 


reach to the diffolution of the ‘Bheeffetts of this are now 


antient Roman empire in 496. feen in 
The fifth trumpet, near the end 


its: confumption.. 
(Tobe Continued.) 
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